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smiling; universally popular and at the same time
busy in all her employments as Queen. She
was thoroughly liked by her subjects and by
everyone about the young Court. She was pious,
as for that matter was Henry too, after his
fashion, but she was more rigid and austere in
her Spanish piety.
She had one defect in the business of govern-
ing, which was a virtue in itself and would have
been an advantage in any other position, though
it was a disadvantage in the position of Queen.
She was very simple. It went with being very
direct and straight-forward; but she could not
understand intrigue, she did not trouble to sound
people's motives, she was rather too easily
taken in. Over and over again during her life
she acceded to proposals which would have
been to her disadvantage and from which wiser
and more corrupt people had to dissuade her.
But she was industrious and looked well after
any affair that she undertook, and her servants
and dependents were devoted to her. She ruled
her household well.
She acted as Regent while her young husband
was away at the wars in France; she was res-
ponsible for the great victory of Flodden five
years after her marriage. Had Henry continued
to receive her influence throughout the remainder
of his life it would have been well for both of